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MINISTER FOR ENERGY’S OFFICE — STATEMENTS TO JOURNALISTS 

436. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Minister for Energy: 

I have a supplementary question. Why would the minister’s office be putting out statements to the media that I 
said to the minister this morning that the opposition got this wrong? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 

I do not know. The opposition did get it wrong. There is no doubt about that. It had it completely wrong and it 
showed a profound lack of knowledge of the wholesale market that members opposite put in place. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You are presiding over a lying, deceitful ministerial office. That is what you have. 
Mr F.M. Logan: That’s exactly what you are! 

Several members interjected. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: Right. I will start with the member for Cockburn, who said, “That’s exactly what you are”, 
when the member for Victoria Park said that the minister was deceitful and a liar. 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I did not ask the member for Butler to speak, and I call him to order for the first time. I now 
ask the member for Cockburn to withdraw that intimation, and I am going to call him to order for the first time. I 
will just deal with that first. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: I withdraw. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Point of order! 

The SPEAKER: Order! I am on my feet now. Can I just deal with it, please? I heard the member for Victoria 
Park say that the member was being dishonest and a liar, from what I understood. If he said that — 

Mr M. McGowan: That is not what he said. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: That is not correct, Mr Speaker. No doubt the Hansard will be able to assist us with this. I 
said that the minister presides over an office that is lying and deceitful. 
The SPEAKER: All right. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Let me address this issue. Yesterday, the Leader of the Opposition stood in this house and 
outside Parliament and told the public and Parliament that the government had in respect of streetlight tariffs 
broken a promise. Those comments were wrong in a number of ways. First of all, the government’s commitment, 
like the previous Labor government’s commitment on electricity prices, referred to the non-contestable side, the 
regulated side. It is true. Members opposite set up the system. They might not understand it but that is the case. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Your office is behaving appallingly, minister, and you know it. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: No. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The member for Victoria Park went outside and said that we made a commitment to have 
electricity prices at or above the rate of inflation. We did. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You’re in trouble, minister. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: No. The problem is that opposition members do not understand the system they put in place. 
They set up the electricity system in two sections. One is the regulated section and the other is the non-regulated, 
contestable market. Street lighting is in the contestable market. It is not regulated. We do not set the price. It is 
determined in the competitive market. Synergy sets the price. We do not regulate it. We do not set it. It is market 
driven. It is in the system that members opposite set up. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: What’s in the budget? 
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Dr M.D. NAHAN: That is the system members opposite set up. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Right. Member for Cockburn! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Members opposite well know that electricity prices relate to the regulated market. 

Point of Order 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Mr Speaker, this is in answer to my supplementary question, which the minister has yet to 
address, and I ask you to bring him back on form. 
The SPEAKER: Can the minister come back to the question, please? 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Further — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Answer my question. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The member asked me what I said. He asked me a question — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Yes, about your office. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: He asked me a question about what my office said about what he said on electricity. That is 
what I am answering. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: No, you’re not. That’s not true at all. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for West Swan!  

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I might add that there was a caveat in the budget paper — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: He’s spinning. He’s out of control! 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: It says — 

Further changes to contestable tariffs may occur due to the Economic Regulation Authority’s … 
determination on Western Power’s … Price List, … 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Yes, and the ERA has not done anything. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Yes, it has. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: That is not what it said this morning. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: It has. It set out a determination on 27 June. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Yes, before budget cut-off date; that’s right. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: No. 

Ms R. Saffioti: On the Z tariff. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Ah, not on the Z tariff. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! Minister, just succinctly answer the question that the member asked 
you and let us move on. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Okay. I had no discussions with the member for Victoria Park. He did make a statement 
about what I said yesterday to the media on the tariff. He got it wrong, as the opposition leader did. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: In Parliament; that’s right. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: There was no dishonesty. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: In Parliament. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: What the member said in Parliament. There was no dishonesty in my office or in anybody 
else. He just fabricated it. 
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